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Afterward Randall read to us his testimony before the
Judiciary Committee.

The President submitted to us the letters of Judge
Holt and Stanton in regard to Booth's diary and a copy
of the contents, and inquired what we thought of its
publication. I asked what objections there could be. It
was a great mystery and was construed to mean whatever
any diseased imagination might conceive. Randall thought
as I did. The President said Stanton was violently op-
posed to its publication.

May 17, Friday. Seward had a long tale to tell in regard
to his testimony before, the Judiciary Committee. He
makes himself, I perceive, the hero with Stanton of Mr.
Lincoln's Administration. I shall be curious to see that
testimony when published. Many things in regard to
Reconstruction and organizing the provisional govern-
ments of the Rebel States occurred while he was sick and
unable to attend to his duties.

May 21, Tuesday. Seward presents a telegraphic cor-
respondence with Raasloff,1 now at Copenhagen, and a
memorandum given to Senator Doolittle relative to the
purchase of the Danish West India Islands. Denmark
wants $15,000,000 for the whole or $10,000,000 for St.
Thomas, with consent of the inhabitants to the transfer.
Seward sent a dispatch to Yeaman, our Minister, to offer
$5,000,000, ultimatum $10,000,000. Any expression of
inhabitants must be before treaty.

McCulloch and myself- expressed surprise that more
than $5,000,000 had been or should be offered. McCul-
loch said he believed something had been said about
going up to $7,500,000 for the whole. I stated that I pre-
ferred not to purchase even at $5,000,000. At all events,
would not go beyond that. During the War I had felt

1 General Raasloff was Danish Minister to the United States. The nego-
tiations for the purchase of the islands had been conducted through him.